
  

James Dornan MSP 
Convenor 
Local Government and Communities Committee 

By email: Email: LocalGovernmentandCommunities@parliament.scot 

18 January 2021 

Dear Mr Dornan, 

Re: PE1778 

Thank you for your letter of 8 December 2020 to Cllr Evison, COSLA President. As this is 
within my remit as COSLA Community Wellbeing Spokesperson, I am responding on behalf of 
Local Government. Your letter seeks COSLA’s views on Petition 1778 on landlord registration, 
specifically around the “fit and proper person” test.  

You asked a number of questions, some of which COSLA does not hold information on, 
however I have answered where possible. 

You asked if the relevant legislation and guidance gives councils the powers they need to 
ensure that people unfit to be landlords are not admitted or can be excluded. In particular, you 
asked if COSLA is satisfied that the current drafting of the “fit and proper” test gives councils 
adequate confidence and certainty to exclude clearly inappropriate people or whether councils 
in practice feel constrained to use it only in extreme cases. The legislation and guidance is 
sufficient, and has been part of efforts in the professionalisation of the Private Rented Sector, 
which is happening slowly over time. It should be noted that once a landlord and their 
properties are registered, tenants are best placed to identify concerns with either the landlord 
or property.  The landlord registration scheme is a regulatory function and in common with 
other schemes of this sort it relies heavily on those using the service to report issues.  In that 
sense it is additional and complimentary to the protection provided by the Private Residential 
Tenancy and the First Tier Tribunal. These systems rely to a significant degree on tenants and 
others raising concerns. 

You asked whether councils have the resources they need, including access to relevant 
sources of information, to make informed judgments about admitting or excluding people from 
the register. In terms of access to relevant sources of information, there are adequate local 
and national arrangements in place for this. On the wider question of council resources, I 
would draw the committee’s attention to COSLA’s recent publication setting out the growing 
pressures and challenges in respect of budgets and funding. 

COSLA does not hold information on registered landlords in individual councils. 

You asked for COSLA’s response to the petitioner’s view that visits by council officers to 
properties after the granting of landlord registration are rare, and any data COSLA could 
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provide that might help the Committee come to a view on the accuracy of this comment. 
Council officers will follow local procedures and policies and COSLA would not hold any 
information on frequency of visits or similar.  

I hope this letter is useful in informing the Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cllr Kelly Parry 
COSLA Community Wellbeing 
Spokesperson 


